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With Relation 1 Trade, &. 


Entlemen, this Affair of the Union, hass 1 
been the Subject of many of our Thoughts: 8 
And the Proſperity of our Native Coun- 55 
try is what we earneſtly wiſh for, and i 
we are not extreamly deceived, the Union is the ne” 
m_ deſirable thing that ever was offer d to Scot= 3 
1 We have juſt now read one Printed Paper, Enti 
tuled, Some Conſiderations in relation to Trade, bumbly | 
offer d, &c. And alſo another to the ſame Purpole, | 
Entituled, A ſhort view of our preſent Trade and Tax= 
es. We ſhall beg leave to give you our Thoughts on 1 
; the Matters that are advanced in both theſe Pam- ' "> 
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A . Cay | 
OT 4 The Subſtance of heck; we take to be contain'd in E 
3 the Eleven Propoſals - that Were made to the Lord | = 
Des > : High Commiſſioner and the Parliament, 1 in the! latter 1 
N paws. of the firlt of theſe Papers. | — nn 
. The firſt thing that is deſited, is, To be entirely == 
fireed of Taxes upon-Saly or "if that cannot be 4H 
heh obtain'd, Thar the Draw-back upon each Barrel, Tz 
. ſhallbe coaliderably. Dove the Tax. upon Salt. | 
7 We are of Opinion, That to free you of all Duty 
uU vpn; Salt, and of all Draw- back upon Herrings and = 
12 other falted Fiſh, were to do a Prejudice to Scotland, 2 
3 for the Draw- back i is. now. conſiderably greater than : 
| KS the Duty; for Example, a Buſhel of Foreign Salt 
which weighs. 85 lib. will alt a Barrel of Herrings, 
- and the Duty of this is but 6's. 8 d. And the Draw- 
back upon a Bartel of Herrings is 88. 4 d. A Buſhel of 
Foteign Salt will ſalt. half a hundred of common 
Cod-Fiſh, being each 24 lnches long, and the 2 
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there is no Fra 

you have a Draw fg is really ſalted with Foreign 

Salt, and bona fide Exported (which could never be 

bron ght to paſs in England) yer ſtill you will be greeet 

Gitners on your Draw-back, There is not much in 

what yon "Tay 6f laying out your Money for the Duty x | 

of Salt, for 2 is uſnał to give Bond payable in 6 . 

Months, and if the Moneythe paid down, there is an _ 

Allowancevf/ 5 per Cent, for prompt Payment. Wee 

are of Opinion with you, That the Hogfhead of Pil- —_ 

chards, which they ſay, requires 4 Bartels of Salt, 

| ſhov1d either Have but 32 5. Draw-back, or elſe that 

„ the Bat fel of Herrings be put on an equal foot with 

| Pilchards, 'and have 109 Draw-back.:\ We are of 
Opinion, "That your Requeſt to have no Duty at all 
up>n Salt, would be immediately granted, but then 
England would certainly grant a Draw-back on. * 

” | ee 


iñs not ſo it ought to be rectif/ d and made equal: But 


| Export Pladding, Fingrim, Sarge, Gallaway-whites 
and Stockings, as regulated by your own Acts of Par- 


ny higher Duty than the preſent : We think you have 


4 


Beef and Pork ED. 2 . LO and then where 


would be your Adyantage: We ſuppoſe the reaſon 
why that was not done upon the Treaty, was becauſe | 


the Salt-Duties in England are appropriated for 
a certain mmer of Years to the Payment of a Debt. 


The ſecopd Thing that's propoſed, That you - 
have the fame Conditi ions with relation to Beef and 
Fork. tl 

We think you have now the fame, or very nigh 
the fame Conditions as to Beefand Pork, that the En- 

gliſn have; for as you have no Dr a -back, the En- 
200 have no Draw- back: But you ſay, they falt 


with Domeſtick Salt which pays but 3 s 44. and 


you ſalt with Foreign Salt which pays 65. 8 d per 
Buſhel? Po this it's anſwered, That the Buſhel.of 


Foreign Salt is much bigger, and ſo much ſtronger 


than the Domeſtick Salt. which is ſetled at 57 l. 
weight che Buſhel, that half a Buſhel of the one will 
go as far as a whole Buſhel of the other; if the Fact 


if you that have Beef and Pork, and Feeding, and 
Labour, and Freight, cheaper than the Engliſh, have 
your Salting as cheap, you ought not to 1 nor 
cannot expect it: cheaper. 

The third Thing that's deſired is a 1 reaſonable 
Bounty-Money on the Exportation of your Oats, 
Oar-meal and Peaſe; we think it is but juſt that ir 
ſhould be ſo, | 

The fourth Thing that you defice, is, Liberty to 


liament; we are of opinion that you have this alrea- 

dy in as ample manner as you can deſire. | 
The fifth Thing is, That your Linnen ſhould be 

allowed to he Ex ported to all Parts, without laying a- 


4 | . 


this Privilege already, the Duty is not, nor never 
7 Das but s Pence on 40 Yards. [OAT HT 
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The ſixth Thing you deſire, is, That the Duties ; 
7 on your other Goods ſhall be regulated according to C 
pour own Book of Rates; this is a general Head. $ 
and we don't well comprehend it: But if you mean, z 
chat purſuant to the Treaty, there ſhould. be ſome E 
Regulations in the Book of Rates after the Union, 
(we think as you do) that the very concluding of the E 
Treaty will make it very fit and neceſſary : But if © | 
you intend that there ſhall be one Book of Rates for | 
England, and another for. Scotland, and that there = 
/- ſhall be lower Cuſtoms paid in Scotland than in Eng 
land, after the Union, that can never be granted 
nor is it conſiſtent in one and the ſame Kingdom of 
3 Great-Britain : For from Scotland you may certainly 
after the Union, trade as cheap as from England, 
Food, Labour and Freight, being rather cheaper 
than in England; and you cannot be ſaid after the U- 
nion, to be ſetting up anew Trade, for you are actu- 
ally coming into a Trade already ſettled at the Ex- 
pence of the Engliſh; and to deſire that your Cuſtoms 
ſhould be leſs than the Exgl/h Cuſtoms, is unreaſon- 
able: For inſtance, Virginia is already ſettled, thi- 
ther you may go with a Ship of 200 Tuns, Loaded 
with the Product and Manufactures of Scotland, and 
bring thence 500 Hogſheads of Tobacco, each -Hog- 
ſhead weighing 500 lib. and let us ſuppoſe that you 
are eaſed in the Duty of this Tobacco in Scotland, 
but one Sth or gth part, you will in this one Ship, 
have the advantage of 4 or 5oo0l. and more you F 
would have at the Exporting of it, if you get the = 
fame Draw-back : By which it's evident, that if the SZ 
leaſt Abatement in the Cuſtoms were granted you. 
3 no body in Britain would Trade to Virginia, or bu F 
Tobacco but from Scotland. = | „„ 
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FT be ſeventh Thing that's mentioned ſeems to be o 


the ſame nature with the Sixth, ſo the ſame anſwer 


may ſerve; for if you are in the ſame Condition with 


one of the Commodities that comes from thence, for 


England, with reſpect to the Cuſtoms of the Dutch, 
German and Eaſt-Land Trades, Oc. You cannot 
reaſonably deſire more: For ſuppoſing that in any 


example, in fine Holland and Coffee, or any thin 


be granted, and — 


* 


elſe, there were an Abatement to Scotland, of an 8th 


or 9th part of Duty, the ſame inequality would 
be in that, that there is in the Tobacco: Nothing 
that's unjuſt or unequal on either fide is perma- 


R__ 51 25 | 

The eighth Thing propoſed, is, That the Shi 
that belong to Scotland at the time of Confirming the 
Treaty, ſhall be made Free; we wiſh that this may 


that Point, but we fear the Demand will be look d 


upon as a Project of ſome Perſons here in England, to 


make their Foreign Bottoms free, and when tis gran- 
ted it will tend more to the Advantage of them and 
other particular Perſons, than to the general Good 


of Scotland. And as to the Matter of not having 


Scots Seamen Preſt for ſeven Years, and then that a 


certain Number of them only ſhould be Preſt; we 


think this a very ſtrange Propoſal after an Incorpo- 


rating Union, when there will be no difference be- 


_ twixt Scots and Engliſh Seamen. | | 


The ninth Thing is, That all Endeavours ſhould 


be uſed to free you from the Exciſe upon Ale, Beer 


and Malt. To this we anſwer, that in reckoning, 
your Equivalent, your Exciſe upon Beer and Ale was 


. reckoned at 335201. per annum, and if you keep it 


up to that Sum, we do not think there will be any 


more required of you, only as you increaſe in your 


Conſumption, you muſt increaſe in your Exciſe pro- 


A4 - . portionably: 


you will have Satisfaction in 
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Sg he Rate that any Barrel of ſtrong — containing 
7 By. 5 wards, and the ſame is rated for, from 4d to 16. 8 d, 


3 , know likewiſe, that ſome ſmall Beer that pays the low 
„ pd, io by che Brewer for ꝙ or 105. per yes 
| and ie Retail'd for 2 d. the Scots Pint, and is bet 


Dt both lawful and uſuil to mix very ſtrong. Wort 
| with ſmall Wort, and thereby make ſeveral ſorts of 
Drink that pay little more than the low. Duty, ſo 

| you may be very eaſie in this particular. | 
The tenth Thing is, the allowing a port for the 


WE” + reaſon why it ſhould not be granted. 

5 In the laſt Place, we doubt not but all Care will 
TD 35 be taken to Secure to Us and our Poſterity the Bene, 
85 a of this Union; and we think the greateſt and beſt 

5 ecurity is, becauſe; it is for the great Benefit of 
both Nations, and no Inſtance that we know of 


land and that at the ſame time, and by the means of 
the fame lifringement, there will twice as much da- 
Kuß happen to that part of Britain now called Bar: 


1 We wiſh the Gentlemen, who frame thoſe Ar- 
f guments againſt the Union with a great deal of an 
by would lay aſide e Intereſt and Party, 

a | weigh things in the Ballance of Reaſon and e 
1 and not put falſe Colours on them, to impoſe upon 
ignorant People, or to promote. other Ends 
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ö 3 4% . 34 Engliſh Gallons (and paying the high Duty of 
+362 4. 6d. per Barrel) is from 16 8. to 3 I. and up- 


the Scots Pint, and under the loweſt of the. above 
Rates none is bought, or ſold for ſtrong Beer > We 


than your 2 d Ale: We know likewiſe, that it's 


5 ee Importation of Wool from Ireland 3 we know no 


can be given wherein, after the Union, it can be bro- 
ken, to the Diſadvantage of that Part now called Scot- 
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Mb half TY, 15 were . to wes 1 0 
uſed: to diſcommend the Union, theſe ingenious Gen- 


tlemen would ſoon make P roſglyres, of all their 


Country he” 
9 75 this. aalen Octation? we mall abt pretend 5 


regularly to anſwer Obj. Gions againſt, or make Ar- 


uments for the. Union, but we ſhall mention ſame 
aterials, or. Heads for Arguments and Anſwer 
which by any Man that is not already preingaged, 


may with eaſe be effectually apply'd to that End. ; 
Ia pretend to be Friends tothe Union, and yet 
to.raiſe all Objections, right or Jones. to tay all 
that Jou can againſt it, and nothing for it 
| the Debt, and none of the Credit, to. make 


to calcu- 

late 

Demands thatare Unjuſt and Unequal, and cannot be 
ranted; this: is under the Coloug of Friends ee the 
Inion, to be the worſt of Enemies. 


The Taxes ef England, eſpect Uy theſe on Ttide 


and Things of Neceſpity, uſed 1 to be ſmall and low ; 
the Malt: Taxes, and many oth 52 
known till this War, and this V 


are how expired, the King of France ſuidg for a 


Peace, which we hope 12 Months will bring; about; „ 


and alter Peace, by the Treaty of. Union, yd will 
come to be entirely free of the Land- Tax or Cels, 


which you can never be, except there is an Union: 


Gentlemen, you know all this as well as we; In 
your Conſiderations and Views, Cc. , You nifght 
have had ſome Conſideration or View of theſe 
things. 

You mightily aggravate the pigh Duties on Wine, 
W Raiſons, Almonds, Pe. Neither the Poor 


nor 


* 


T Taxes Wert never b 
Var is only 2.Conteſt ; 

for Trade, and we hope it has. almoſt reach'd its ghod 
End, and i in truth, both Malt-Tax and Land- Tax 


inſtead of changing your Product for things of Lux- 
ury (that are conſumed amongſt yon, an Periſh in 
tte Uſing) you would Barter It in Africa for Gold, 

vr in America for Silver, or that which would b. 
In Silver, you would be much greater Gainers : It's 
true, you would drink leſs Wie br! Brandy, Gr. 
But to the great Encouragement. 


u double your Eſtates. 


Th. tented with, till 


85 of reli, and things for enconraging Ma- 
nufaQories, and get Draw-backs for your 1 
your Fiſh,” your Corn, and your Sogar, Gr. 


will find your ſelves in a much better Condition Toy 


relation to the Cuſtoms after the Ution, than you 
are before it, 


What Fas wu mean by your paying the Draw- 
backe or al vixalent your ſelves, we think the 


Queen pays them gut of the Reyenue which is 


to Oourtiers, or apply'd. to other uſes. 


® od * 


dal, when Engliſh Merchants are really very Rich 
they are not Bankropts, there is great Trade and 


the late Act of Parliament that Gnſes feveral noti- 
ces about one Bankrupt to be BYE, that fills the 
Gazette ſo with Bankrupts. | 

| You would make People believe, that there were 


no Cuſtoms, yet, if we Unite, we ſhall be upon a 
better Foot than they. dre, in moſt ko 


Ts Why 


25 ber nit Scottahd woald Wis worſs, "(bot invck 
_ the better.) If theſe Trades were Uſeporaned, and 


f Tillag gp . you. 
would rey more Ale and Aquavitæ (which if you - 
would be adviſed by ue) we would have you de con- 


If you Trade 48 you ought. to. do, and vſeonly L 


122 of yours, and might, as formerly been given 
What, need you rake the French Gazette for Scan. 


great Eſtates, and a fame deal of Money ſtill here; it's 


no Taxes in Holland; you know that tho Holland has 


WR 


Why are Com 
no Company to hinder you after the Union, but the 
Eaſt-India Company, and if after the Union you 


were to keep up your own Eaſt- India Company, it 


might indeed make you Conſume Eaſt- India Goods 
cheaper at home, but you could not expect them 
cheaper than the Engliſh and Dutch can: So the Na- 
tion would be no Gainer by-the Scots Company, for 
it's aqueſtion, if England Gains by the Engliſb Com- 
rr 1 

2 the Poor Man pay for his Salt with his Fiſh, or 
let the Merchants whom the Queen truſts with the 

9 truſt him with the Salt Months without In- 


We are glad | your Heads are kept above Water, 


but if this Union be not Concluded, Reſtrictions and 
Prohibitions will be put faſter upon your Export, 

| than jou can put upon them upon your Import, and | 

this we fear will quite Sink you. 


Why do you mention Berwick, or ſuch Places as. 


have no Ports, or happen to have no Trade, conſi- 
der other Places very remote from London, ſome of 
which have more Trade, and more Ships than all 


Scotland: As for Inſtance, Briſtol, Newcaſtle, Tar- 
mouth, Plymouth, Whitebaven, Biddiford, Barmſt able, 


and ſeveral other Places. 


When you have as much Freedom, and as man 
Advantages by Trade as the Engliſh have, you 
will be as able to pay the Taxes and Cuſtoms as the 
are: You ſee we Thrive under them all and get 


Money, you will not have the Trade for fear of the 


Cuſtoms: you will not catch Fiſh for fear you wet 


your Feet, what wiſe Scotſman would be afraid to 
change the Trade and Policy of Scotland for that 
of England, let us judge of them both, according 
to 2, they have produced theſe Hundred Years 
pa 1 | | 5 n 


. | Me et 
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panies ſo. often mentioned, there is 
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tation of your:Corn and Cattle, and for your 


.- Your: miſerable unhappy Poor, that are uſed more 
like Slaves than Chriſti ins, and are deluded to op- 
poſe their own: Happineſs, will have twice as much 
W iges, twice as good Vicuals, and have equal Ju- 


And therefore will not need to leave you, and wan- 
der abroad as they are forc'd to do or if they are 


wonder, that geeat and canning Men who foreſee 
all this, and are:a1willing to loſe their abſolute So- 


poſe on their Ignorance, and delude them to that 
degree, that they fight for Cnains and Vokes for 
their on Necks. buen n, er 


at, in maintaining and ſettling Trade all over the 
Worid, in Armies, Forts, Fackories, all which are 
- already bought, payed for, and fitted; And you are 
let into then. 918 o49f4 | 

ha 
ie, who mention all the Taxes and Charges in 
+ age of this expenſive War, when England pays 
adave. 6002000 lib. Annually : And yet they take 
no notice of the great Expectations of future 
Profit, nor yet of the preſent-Advantages that are 


enjoy d: Exen this very Newfoundland Trade, which 


J 1 


cagunt at all, or elſe to the Advantage of Scotland 
more than of England, ö Then ; 


The Union will produce three times the Eneou- 

ragement that there now is for your Manufactor ies, : 
for your Graſing, for the Conſumption, and Expor- 
? N avi- 


gation, ſo will the Product of your Land be excee- 


Ricez' Liberty and Property with their Maſters, 


diſpoſed to travel, they may come to England, where' 
they then will haye a Right to cheſe Bleſſings, al- 
tho now they havea Right ta nothing: We do not 
vereigaty over theſe poor ignorant Creatures, to im- 


Coaſider the great Expence the Engliſh have been 


t wild and unjuſt Calculations do Gentlemen 


is uſed as an Ohjectioa, mult either turn to no ac- 
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. 13) | 
Then, Conſider the plke Trade to Holland, ” 
Sweden, "Denmark, and the Baltick Sea, which Trades, 
as they are now by the more Northeriy parts of Eng- 
land carried away from the more Southerly parts, o 
_ after the Union Scotland will get them and keep chem, | 
till Freight, Labour and Food, come to be as dear in 


. Scotland as in England: We might inan many o- 
| cher Par gculars, vix. 


1 we Linnen Cloath to be exported to England ond the 
— Plantations. 1 


pe Scots Coals to be exported toEn gland. | 
The Trade to Guinea, and the other parts of Africa, 
The Income by coarſe Moollen and lad b 
The Income by the Fiſheries. 


The Income of me, Stockings, and all forts of thin 
2 Leather. OW} 


The Income ** all manner of coarſe Monfutories. 


Gentlemen, from theſe and other ſuch Particular 
we could make far more a Calculations than you 
have made. 

But ſince Calculations are in Faſhion, we will 
paſs by all the above-mentioned Particulars of ver 
profitable Trades, and from which we could calcu- 
late vaſt Advantages to Scotland, and for brevity 
make uſe of the ſingle Example of the Plantation- 
Trade, from which alone we can ſhe the real Ad- 

vantage that Scotland will reap by the Union, will 
far ſurtnount theſe i imaginary Loſſes in your Calcula- 
tions. | 
For Example, the Virginia Trade. employs * 
nually 300 Sail of Ships, the Iſlands above 500 Sail, 
the far greater part of the Commodities that theſe, 
Ships export, are ſuch as the Product and Manufacto- 
ry of Scotland can afford cheaper than England, and 
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 , What is imported 


CWP. - © 
from thence is Tobacco, Sugar, 


8 


No it can be imputed to nothing but Lazineſs or 
FStupidlity, if yon that have greater Encouragements 
have not a proportionable Share of that Trade; but 
ſuppoſe you had but one 8th Part, that is 100 Ships, 
du 5 o to Virginia, &c. and 50 to the Iſtands, what 
a vaff Quantity of your Native Product and Manufa- 
citory will thoſe carry off? And I hope at leaſt 3 
Fourths of what is imported by theſe Ships will be 
Exported, and the Duty drawn Back, fo we will 
ſuppoſe only 2000 Hogſheads is Exported, and Sold 
at /h per Pound, and fay each Hogſhead containing 
4 or 500 lib. and make 10 hb. the Export of Tobacco 
at this modeſt and under. Reckoning, amounts to a- 
bout 20600 hb, Then theſe 50 Shi m the lands, - 
they will be almoſt twice the Value; and for Brevi- - 
\ ty's ſake, we'tt fay the Amount of the whole that's 
Exported makes but 400000 lib. ſterl. per Annum : 
This we think you may really get every Year by the 
Tobacco and Sugar, which you bring into Scotland: 
Whereas now, by your own Confeſſions and Calcula - 
tions, you cannot be ſuppoſed to loſe leſs than 
20 J. Annually, by what you Import of thoſe 
And the Things that you carry abroad to the Plan- 
tations to produce this 400000 l. are of ſuch Natures, 
that the making and carrying them out do's as much 
real Good to the Nation, as the bringing in of what 
they produce does. Not to mention the great 
Wealth that Scotſmen, who have already ſettled in 
+ the Plantations, would bring to Scotland in returning 
thither-their Perſons, or their Money and Effects, 
how. will this one Branch of Trade ſwallow up all 
your Objections, and over-ballance all your preten- 


4 * 8 


— bes or prohibited) will not, we 


L r 


It is not becauſe there are no other Trades but the 
Plantation Trade, that we inſiſt upon none of the o- 
ther above-named profitable Trades that the Union 
will bring you, it's rather becauſe they are obvious; 


and you your ſelves, if you pleaſe, may demonſtrate ' 


the Advantages of them as well as we; for from e- 
very one of them many 1000 Pounds Annual Ad- 


vantage may eaſily accrue to the Nation. 


For Inſtance, in one of the leaſt conſiderable of 
them, viz. The Trade to Guinea, we think that af- 
ter the Union, Scotland may in Exchange for Lead, 
coarſe Spirit bf. Malt, old Sheets, and the thinneſf 


5 


of Pladden and Linnens, reaſonably get from Guinea 


Yearly: 50coo lib, ſterl. in Gold, beſides the other 

Advantages in trading there for Slaves, Spice, and 

Dying Woods, @c. La 5 
Andi as to your Calculation of the Annual Expence 


of your Country, we think, that from what we have 


faid, it were more juſt to make it as follows, than as 
the Author of the Short Viem has made it. | NE. 


The Impoſition on Trade. (when by 


Means of the Union Draw-backs 
are allowed, and Trades that are 
prejudicial to the Nation diſcoura- 


lieve, amount to above | 
The Exciſe upon Beer and Ale, will 
not be encreaſed tall the Conſump- 1 
tion is encreaſed, ſo we will call it 40000 
The Exciſe upon Malt being new, 
and now not in force, and not like 
to be continued above a Year, 
| ſhould not be charged | 
As to the Exciſe on Brandy,. we think 
that for the Kncouragement of Til - 
15 1 lage, 
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it, and ſo the 16th part of cher Re 
Ade ue e C 11e | 
| of the Land- Tax we Fey th the ſame as of | " 
IT „the Malt- Tar. 01 Fa boite 1 5 
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rl üdmitting that! dne 0 or two Wears: the Malt- 


Tax, and Land- Tax, and other high Impoſitions 5 


ſhould continue, this War cannot laſt much longer; 
conſider what Englmd is Gghring for, and what a' 
vaſt deal it has coft England, and what vaſt OP 


, age Peace and Union will bring to you all. 


tlemen, what we have written is from the beſt 5 
of our Beliefs and Judgment, and with hearty Aﬀe- 


. Qion to every Scotſman, and to our Native Country, 


we aſſure you we have no by Ends, nor private Inte- 
reſts, further or nearer, than what are common to 

al of us; and no Conſideration on Earth would tempt 
th betray or miſlead you: We do from our Hearts 


believe, that this Union will bring Honour, Peace, 
. Strength and Riches, to you. as Men, and Moderati- ” 


on, Piety, Charity and Love, amongſt you as Chriſti- 


ans: And as you receive, ſo you to England will give 


the ſame Bleſſings: Which that it may be ſo, is the 


| hearty Prayers of your Friends, Country-Men and 


Acquaintances, this 23d Day of November, 1706. 
met together on purpoſe to put theſe our Sentiments 
in Writing, to the end the ſame may ve communica- 


ted to you our beſt Wis” 


4 Wm 


- Farewel. : 


